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The conflict-climate change nexus
Sam

What is the UN Security Council?

• The Security Council has primary responsibility for the maintenance of international
peace and security.
• It has 15 Members, and each Member has one vote.
• The Security Council takes the lead in determining the existence of a threat to the
peace or act of aggression.
• It calls upon the parties to a dispute to settle it by peaceful means and recommends
methods of adjustment or terms of settlement.
• In some cases, the Security Council can resort to imposing sanctions or even
authorize the use of force to maintain or restore international peace and security.
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/

Security Council Debate: UN Security Council, Climate and Security
23 February 2021

Doom-mongering by activists is now mainstream chat among world leaders

“3 threats to security of a new and unprecedented kind:
• rising global temperatures;
• the despoiling of the oceans;
• changes in the pattern of weather worldwide… that can turn forests into
desserts, drown great cities and lead to the extermination of huge
numbers of other creatures…;
“No matter what we do now, some of these threats will assuredly become
reality within a few short years. Others could in the lifetime of today’s young
people destroy entire cities and societies, even altering the stability of
the entire world.
“If we continue on our current path we will face the collapse of everything
that gives us our security: food production; access to fresh water; habitable
ambient temperature; and ocean food chains. And if the natural world can no
longer support the most basic of our needs, then much of the rest of
civilization will quickly break down.
“Please make no mistake, climate change is the biggest threat to security
that modern humans have ever faced….We have left the stable and secure
climatic period that gave birth to our civilizations. There is no going back.”

David Attenborough

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson
“It is absolutely clear that climate change is a threat to our collective security and the security of our
nations.

“Climate change is a geopolitical issue every bit as much as it is an environmental one”.
Is not just a crisis for “developing nations”: “when changing sea levels are affecting our navigation
around our coasts, or when huddled masses, fleeing drought, wildfire or conflict over resources,
arrive at our borders”
Really develops and emphases the severity of climate change in his closing sentences: “It is a matter of
when, not if”

“Climate change is fully a peace and security issue. The link
between climate and security is complex and undeniable and
unavoidable
“Out of the 20 countries most affected by conflict in the
world, 12 are also among the most vulnerable countries to
climate change.

Believes in closer communication between the UN and the
African Union as “any failure on the climate front will
undermine conflict prevention efforts and peace building
efforts”
“… there has been considerable migration … much of that has
been fed by forced migration due to climate change. There
is a growing number of climate refugees today. They are the
primary targets of the pandemic and of the food crisis”.
(see graphic next slide)

President Emmanuel Macron,
France

"Conflict, violence and disasters continue to uproot millions of people from their homes every
year. Never have we recorded more people internally displaced than we do today."

Minister for environment,
India, Prakash Javadekar
Climate change’s “interactions with other social, political and economic factors can
… exaggerate drivers of conflict and fragility and have negative impacts on
peace, stability and security”
Impacts on women: “climate change and its associated security risks have
important gender dimensions”; as women have increased pressure to provide
food and water for the family “women are often living on the front lines of climate
change”
“based on our needs and not on our greed”

Special Envoy on Climate Change
Xie Zhenhua, China
“Climate change has become a pressing and serious threat to the
survival, development and security of humankind”
Sustainable development “holds the master key to solving all problems and
eliminating the root causes of conflict”
Believes in the UN being at the centre of the climate fight as “we humans
are in one community with a shared future”

(Climate change is) “a multiplier of existing threats to
international peace and security
“Persistent droughts and constant sea level rises and
increasingly frequent extreme weather patterns are
reversing economic and development gains achieved
over decades.
“Result is increased fragility, increased instability that
leads to armed conflict that then comes to the attention
of the Security Council.

President Uhuru Kenyatta, Kenya

“The climate and security nexus is already impacting Africa…
“Africa unfortunately will suffer the worst consequences of climate change despite being the least
responsible for GHG. Projected climate changes for Africa suggest a future of uncreased water
insecurity, decreased agricultural yields, encroaching desert, as well as damaged coastal
infrastructure.
“Examples abound of the consequences: the drought-stricken horn of Africa, the drying of the Lake
Chad basin, the shrinking Sahel and Savannah grasslands, have worsened economic
vulnerabilities and set in motion political, demographic, migratory dynamics that increase the
threat of insurgency and violent extremism.”
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Conclusions:
“By abandoning the poor in our fight against climate change they will become increasingly
discontent with the system which may lead to further conflict and social inequality”
UN Secretary General developed four priority
areas:
•

greater prevention,

•

immediate action to protect people through
social action and giving more funding to
the global south,

•

adopting a policy of security where people
are placed at the centre

•

and finally creating a multilateral, deep
routed global partnership to combat
climate change

The triple nexus of conflict, climate
change and the socioeconomic impacts
of COVID-19
Elizabeth

Operating in the new normal:
Overlapping drivers of
vulnerability: climate change,
economic downturns (COVID-19),
conflict, natural hazards, pests
Marcelo Ebrard Casaubon, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Mexico
“The COVID-19 pandemic has shown that international security can no longer be understood solely
through the lens of traditional threats.
“The threats are multidimensional and are linked to challenges in terms of economic and social
development….
“The situation of food insecurity, water scarcity, droughts or floods – which are aggravated by the effects
of climate change – have reached alarming levels in several regions, but impact above all, those
communities that are already mired in conflict and especially women.

“The immediate human and
economic cost of COVID-19
is severe. It threatens to
scale back years of progress
on reducing poverty and
inequality and to further
weaken social cohesion and
global cooperation.”

The foundation of the report is a Global Risks Perception Survey, completed by
over 650 members of the World Economic Forum’s diverse leadership
communities

The UN General Assembly Resolution on the
Right to Food 2021 recognizes:
“the complex character of food insecurity and
its likely recurrence owing to a combination of
several major factors, such as
• the effects of the global financial and
economic crisis,
• environmental degradation, desertification
and the impact of global climate change,
• as well as poverty,
• natural disasters,
• armed conflicts,
• drought,
• excessive volatility in commodity prices
• and the lack in many countries of the
appropriate technology, investment and
capacity-building necessary to confront its
impact”
https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/46/L.11

• Global extreme poverty rose in
2020 for the first time in over 20
years as the disruption of the
COVID-19 pandemic
compounded the forces of
conflict and climate change
• About 120 million additional
people are living in poverty as a
result of the pandemic, with
the total expected to rise to
about 150 million by the end of
2021.
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/overview
https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/updated-estimates-impact-covid-19-global-poverty-looking-back-2020-and-outlook-2021

https://www.wfp.org/publications/global-report-food-crises-2021

Global Humanitarian Overview 2021

The new normal

Global Humanitarian Response Plan COVID-19

“Integrating the GHRP for COVID-19 into the Global Humanitarian
Overview 2021…Humanitarian programming is adjusting to treat
COVID-19 in a more integrated manner, as the pandemic’s health and
non-health effects merge with the impacts of other shocks and stresses
… for 2021, COVID-19 analyses and responses have been integrated
into ‘regular’ HNOs (humanitarian needs overviews) and HRPs
(humanitarian response plans) as well as into inter-agency response
plans.”

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jan/27/g7-urged-to-create-permanent-fund-to-deal-with-future-crises
https://www.disasterprotection.org/lookoutletter

Impact on the
ground

Section one: Global trends
• COVID-19 has triggered the deepest global recession since the 1930s. Extreme poverty has
risen for the first time in 22 years. Women and young people aged 15 – 29 working in the
informal sector are being hit the hardest.
• Political conflicts are more intense and taking a heavy toll on civilians, disproportionately
affecting children. For the 9th consecutive year, more than 90 per cent of casualties from
explosive weapons in populated areas were civilians.
• The last decade saw the highest-ever number of people internally displaced by conflict and
violence. There are an estimated 51 million new and existing IDPs, and the number of refugees
has doubled to 20 million.
• Hunger is on the rise, with conflict the main driver of acute hunger for 77 million people in 22
countries. By the end of 2020, the number of acutely food insecure people could be 270 million
(149 million pre-COVID-19). The impacts of the pandemic and climate change are seriously
affecting food systems worldwide.
• The last 10 years were the hottest on record. Increasingly severe and frequent weather events
and natural disasters are exacerbating chronic vulnerabilities.
• Disease outbreaks are increasing and the pandemic has hindered essential health services in
almost every country. The pandemic could wipe out 20 years of progress in HIV, TB and malaria,
potentially doubling annual death tolls.
• COVID-19 made life harder for already vulnerable groups, including women and girls, people
with disabilities, older people and those with mental health needs. Almost 24 million children,
adolescents and young people are at risk of not returning to school in 2020, including 11 million
girls and young women.
• Fear of the virus is spreading faster than the virus itself. The pandemic and measures to contain
it, are revealing mental health and psychosocial consequences in all countries.
• COVID-19 has shone a spotlight on the full extent of gender inequality and women’s and girls’
exposure to gender-based violence (GBV). Globally, quarantine measures are exacerbating
domestic violence, with 15 million new cases predicted for every three months of lockdown.

WFP estimates that the number of acute food insecure people in its countries
of operation could increase from 149 million pre-COVID-19, to 270 million, a
82 per cent increase compared to the number of acutely food insecure preCOVID (this July 2020 assessment of 270 million food insecure still stands as
of February 2021).
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/GHRP-COVID19_July_update.pdf
https://www.wfp.org/publications/wfp-global-operational-response-plan-2021

Global Protection Cluster: “the destabilizing impact of COVID-19 on the
humanitarian, peace and development landscape is clear”

Positive trends
• Collaboration between humanitarian, development and
peacebuilding efforts has increased during the pandemic. Building
on this cooperation will help meet the needs of the 160 million people
targeted for humanitarian assistance in 2021.
• Increased global Internet access and new innovative technologies
offer the potential to improve humanitarian action. During the
pandemic, artificial intelligence is being used for outbreak mapping,
drones are delivering medical supplies and testing samples, and 3D
printers are supporting the production of face shields and ventilators.
• Young people are shaping global trends. Despite facing bleak
employment prospects and the impacts of COVID-19, young people
have mobilized at an unprecedented scale. This presents an
opportunity for the humanitarian system to further integrate the
perspectives and leadership of young people into humanitarian action.

Thank you
Links next page

Links:

UN Security Council, Climate and Security - Security Council Debate, 23 February 2021
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0ZV7vV6Mdc
PM Boris Johnson's address to the UN Security Council on Climate and Security: 23 February 2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-boris-johnsons-address-to-the-un-security-council-on-climate-and-security-23-february-2021
Internal displacement global report 2020 https://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2020/ (2021 report due out in May 2021)
UNHCR C-19 Situation Report 13 July 2020 https://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/wp-content/uploads/13072020_UNHCR-Global-COVID-19-Emergency-Response.pdf
GPC, Situation Report #7 on COVID-19 https://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/wp-content/uploads/GPC-SitRep_August_FINAL_7_updated.pdf
COVID-19 disorder tracker https://acleddata.com/analysis/covid-19-disorder-tracker/
WEF, Global Risks Report 2021 http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_The_Global_Risks_Report_2021.pdf
How Covid-19 Is Fuelling Unrest in the US https://acleddata.com/2021/03/04/a-national-emergency-how-covid-19-is-fueling-unrest-in-the-us/
MOD Global Strategic Trends https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/771309/Global_Strategic_Trends__The_Future_Starts_Today.pdf
WFP Global Update on Covid-19 November 2020 https://www.wfp.org/publications/wfp-global-update-covid-19-november-2020
WFP from outbreak to action https://www.wfp.org/publications/outbreak-action-how-wfp-responded-covid-19
WFP Global operational response plan 2021 https://www.wfp.org/publications/wfp-global-operational-response-plan-2021
WFP social protection around the globe 2021 https://www.wfp.org/publications/wfps-work-enabling-social-protection-around-globe-2021
Global Humanitarian Overview 2021 https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-overview-2021-enarfres
Global Humanitarian Response Plan C-19 https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/Global-Humanitarian-Response-Plan-COVID-19.pdf

